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11 Morris towns await state funding

BY DAVID Hol
B Pacond FFMAN
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state's canhatarved open space pro-

&

pace of construction may
outrun the slow shuffle of reform.

s to

some ure beginning Lo worry

s,
fi
Lawmakers have flooded Trenton

with bills aimed at raising mon'y
for the state's Green Acres and

While the Legialature tinkers with
Farmland Pres
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R ‘It’s so stupid,” Stanhope woman says

State pursues mom
for dead son’s

.

]

:
. e -
Not?

P
Q.
>
P
o =
O
=
Q0
i}
@®
3
)
e
;{'
a
%
4
:

5
5 <'..\
RO

W
RS CRRTEC G T
BY Davipforrmay / ; 5 b
Qo e o3 e L |
if choor. can the state sip Mary lu Callaghan, lef, has been 5
oze finli ¥ under the threstola? rocchving notices from 3 colloe - =
- It oay sousd ludicrous, but that's wka: ton agency seoking surcharges 3
New Jersey bas beca tryisg to do. from Qer 1ato son, David, abm I
David P. Callaghan died cearly three years , w0k s
ago, but that basa't stopped state sgencies. r
through their collecton agezt LDC Collection : :
Systems, from trying 10 get $290.39 from the ‘This Is Just another !
deceased driver. -
Tbe state bas been secding David's examplo of many of_t_he . :
m=other, Mary Lu Callaghan of Stankope, co!. problems assoclated with -

Jectioz sotces demanding that ker son pay
up, or azsong other things, it will garsish his
w3ges and plsce a liea on his property.
From sadness to frustration
“Injually my reaction was emotional: "My
God, it's 2 loss I'm never goicg to get over,”
Callaghsn said referring to Ser soa's death
“Toen | realized bow ludicrous it was. |
wasa't so emotonal as frustrated.”
-Callaghan said she started getzing colec
s tioa notices two years after her 23ycarold
s tiiie,s [ “s0n died of 3 drug overdose in his Hoboken
o S apartmsent in 1995. Since then sbe said she
P has beea receiving about eight cr nine no
tces every three weeks demanding her son
pay kis driving fines.

privatization. They're Just
In it for the money.’
Sen. Shirley Turner,
O-Mercer
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In its zeal to collect “baddriver
surcharges” levied on Dawvids
driver’s license for.rackiag up oo
many_poiols, the stste tracked
Callaghan down at ker Dell Place
Lkome in an attempl to get to her
son,

“It's so stupid.” ske said. It
seems like an awful waste of tax-
payer woney.” L

Whea she called LDC Cellection
Systems 'in Trenton earlier this
moath, she said she was told she
w23 belog uncooperstive and “the
frate of New Jersey does ot mind
ypeading money this way.”
1'The next day ske said sbe re-

-{eived s collection nctice from the

state saying il was very sorry for
ker loss, and would ske please secd

. [va copy of David's death certificate

to proye he was dead. ;
lling to apologize .- ..
Dan Emmer, 8 spokesman with
ie state Treasury Departraent, sald
be would “spologize if LDC kas beea
rude to someone,” but sided with
¢ agency’s elaim thet Callsghan
bad been uncooperatve. -

+ Callasghan let the agency kzow’

that her son had died, but faded to
Bive it 'a death certificate, Emmer
sajd. The sgency wrote a letter back,
dsking for a copy of the certificate,
but she refused, he said. -

! *We don't think it's averly taxing
{or someone lo give us the desth
certificate,” he sald. “We would rug.
gest that she help us in Lhis. [t's fust
8 standard thing.*

But Callaghan s3id the death cer-
tificate is a state document, and
efter having already given copies to
David’s creditors, she was in no
rush to msil it to the state just be
cause it doesa’t want to look io i
own files. 6

Emmer, however, 83id the Trea.
sury Depastment docsn't bave a
system in place to look up that type
of informaton. He also said the
state believes it's more accurate W
get the information firstband. *

That explacstion dida't wash with
some state legislators, mostly De
mocrats, who bave opposed usizg
private companies to do work that
was once hacdled by state ez

.ployees. --

“This is just szother example of

-many of the problems associated

with privalizatiop,” sald state Sea

- Sbirley Turner, D-Mercer, “They're

just in it for the money.*

. Turner said because compacies
like LDC are paid based on how
maoy collecions they make — and
the more collections they make e
more they eara — they are more
likely to try and bill the dead.

- LDC. was givea's threeyear coso-
tract, by the state (s 1996 W go afler
baddriver surcharges, Emmer sald
1o 1997, the state paid out $6.9 =it
lioo to the company for collecting

.$112 millicn {n fices, he said.

“Emmer said the company is paid
on & eliding scale and gets anywhere
from betweea 2.9 Lo 12.5 percent of
the fines it collects, depending oa
how much effcrt goes into collecting
them.'- : o) e

"The Qecision B ¢ontract out to &
private collectica agency gotoff to a
rocky start in 1995 when the state
originally contracted 13 law firms

-tioo of the $119

“ope other'than Callaghan

and three collection agencies to go
after the surcharges. At that ume
the state had sbout 119,000 drivers
who owed more than $500 million in
baddriver surcharges.

The baddriver suscharge was
started in March 1984 during Gov.
Tkomas Kean's asdministration,
Uoder the program moterists who
ruo up six Lraffic viclation poiats
are assessed an sonual $1C0 sur
cbarge for three years, plus $25 for
each sdditional point, accordiog to
the Division of Motor Vehicles.

State officials bad hojed that
biring the private ageccies would |
belp them collect those fines, but by
1996 ey had only recovered a frace |

million they bad |
boped to get. o tene,
.Ratber than scrap the idea of ,
using privete agencies o collect the .
fines, the state decided to allow
companiey Lo bid for the right to be
ke sole collector of baddriver aur
charges. LDC Collection Systems
won that bid. S

No Sih;;'éomplilnb f1zel
- Eminer sald to his knowled . bo -

gt

ever
cotoplained about LDC trying to'co}.
lect fines'from the dead He'de -
feoded the sgency’s sctions saying it
bad followed procedure, and if only -
Callaghan would give it the death
certificate, e Liaue would go away,
Callsghan's response Is that the
stale already has the death certifi-
cale, and ¢ should stop wasting tax.
payer dollyrs, U it keeps secding her '

oo enenoSplectionznotices, -ahe'll jurt keep -

owinp them away, ahe maid.'. !

“You csa't get blood from ‘8
turnlp, sad you can't get money
from a dead man,” Turner sald.







